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(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission)

Jesus asks his friends, the disciples, a question. He asks them who people think he is.

What answer do the disciples give? (Elijjah, John the Baptist — you may want to remind the children who these people are)
Jesus then asks the disciples who they think he is. What does Peter say?

Peter believes that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. He has faith in Jesus. But then Jesus starts to tell the disciples
about what will happen to him. That he will suffer and be killed, and after three days he will rise again. Peter struggles
to believe all this - he does not want to believe that his friend, the Son of God, will suffer and die.

Peter feels afraid that Jesus might leave them. And he wants to protect Jesus from harm because he cares about him.
It is sometimes hard to do what God wants us to do, just like it was for Peter, because we are afraid, and we do not
want to get hurt, or for those that we love to be hurt.

Jesus tells us that it will not always be easy to follow him, but that we must have courage, because God will always be
with us. Can you think of a time when you were afraid and needed courage?

Tekon is a fisherman in Liberia. Being a fisherman can be dangerous, especially when there is a storm out at sea.
Tekon remembers a very bad storm, saying “The sky was black.” Even though he and his friends tied three boats
together, to try not to get swept out to sea by the wind, they were carried a long way off.

The fishermen were all very afraid. Tekon said, “Everyone was panicking and then | panicked. We had fear. | had
doubts.”

But Tekon had been given training in how to stay safe at sea and he had a GPS tracker on board. It took them almost
24 hours, but guided by the device, Tekon and the other fishermen made it home.
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“We got onto the beach and everyone surrounded me and cheered. | felt very happy. | followed the training and we
saved lives... There were a lot of families who thanked God and some people came to me to thank me for bringing
their father home.”

Tekon showed great courage that day in the storm to follow the training, even when he was afraid. We might need to
show courage when we follow Jesus in our lives.

What does it mean to follow Jesus? What can we do to show that we are following Jesus?

Can you think of a time when you have found it difficult to do what you knew was right and follow Jesus? Why was it
so difficult?

Will you be brave in the coming week? What will you do over the coming week to show that you follow Jesus?
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September 2024 — Liturgical Calendar

Day Date Celebration

Sunday 1 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday 2 Weekday in Ordinary Time
Tuesday 3 St Gregory the Great, Pope, Doctor of the Church

Wednesday 4 Weekday in Ordinary Time
or St Cuthbert, Bishop (E)

Thursday 5 Weekday in Ordinary Time
Friday 6 Weekday in Ordinary Time
Saturday 7 Weekday in Ordinary Time
Sunday 8 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday 9 Weekday in Ordinary Time

or St Peter Claver, Priest
Tuesday 10  Weekdayin Ordinary Time

Wednesday 11  Weekday in Ordinary Time
or St Deiniol, Bishop (W)

Thursday 12 Weekday in Ordinary Time
or Most Holy Name of Mary

Friday 13  Stlohn Chrysostom, Bishop, Doctor of the Church
Saturday 14  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Sunday 15  24th Sundayin Ordinary Time
Monday 16  SsCornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs

Tuesday 17  Weekday in Ordinary Time
or St Robert Bellarmine, Bishop, Doctor of the Church;
St Hildegard of Bingen, Virgin, Doctor of the Church

Wednesday 18  Weekday in Ordinary Time

Thursday 19  Weekday in Ordinary Time
or St Januarius, Bishop, Martyr;
St Theodore of Canterbury, Bishop (E)

Friday 20  SsAndrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest, Paul ChOng Ha-sang, and Companic
Martyrs

Saturday 21 St Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist
Sunday 22 25th Sundayin Ordinary Time
Monday 23 St Pio of Pietrelcina
Tuesday 24  Our Lady of Walsingham (E)

Wednesday 25  Weekday in Ordinary Time

Thursday 26  Weekday in Ordinary Time
or Ss Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs

Friday 27 St Vincent de Paul, Priest

Saturday 28  Weekday in Ordinary Time
or St Wenceslaus, Martyr;
Ss Lawrence Ruiz, and Companions, Martyrs

Sunday 29  26th Sundayin Ordinary Time
Monday 30 St Jerome, Priest, Doctor of the Church




