
Reading



WELCOME



Reading at St Michael’s…



What a St Michael’s Reader looks like…
Reads For 
Pleasure

Can discuss 
what they read

Uses ambitious 
vocabulary

Can 
comprehend 

what they read

Reads with
confidence 

Can relate what they 
read to their own 
experiences/other 
texts/knowledge of 

the world

Values reading 

Can retrieve, 
compare and 

infer 



• In Reception and Year 1, we follow Little Wandle
phonics programme. 

• We focus on decoding, prosody and 
comprehension. 





• From Year 2 onwards we use a resource called Take One Book for our Guided Reading 
lessons. 

• Take One Book is devised by Nikki Gamble and Just Imagine consultants with 
contributions from teachers working in their partner schools.

• It consists of a rigorously curated collection of fiction, nonfiction, poetry and picture 
books.

• We focus on one book each half term and build on the skills of decoding, prosody and 
comprehension as well as the acquisition of new language. 

• We aim to develop a reciprocal reading culture where the children are encouraged to 
discuss what they have been reading and relate it to their experiences, to enhance 
their skills of comprehension. 





How do we teach and support Reading in Year 2 to Year 6?

Children are heard read at least once a fortnight by their teachers.

Those that need extra support are heard read more often.

Taught Guided Reading once a week.

Comprehension Home Learning every fortnight.

PIRA Assessment test at the end of every term, which are sent home so that the results can be  shared.

Each class has a class text read to them – deliberately challenging and usually 'a bit different.'

Mr Lane and Mrs Tillotson hear some readers every week – Reading Champions.

Reading Ambassadors – children that promote a love of reading.

We are introducing a new intervention for those that need extra support called Boosting Reading @ Primary (BR@P) . This 
involves similar strategies to Reading Recovery but is for older children. 

Reading Gladiators and Comprehension Club in Year 6.

Parents and Carers are the key to unlocking reading for pleasure! Please read and complete Reading 
Record at least 5 time a week, every day if possible.



7 Strategies the can be used when guiding readers…



Story Time…

Are you sitting comfortably?





How did it make you feel?

What thoughts/words came into your mind?

Please record your thoughts on the 
sticky note provided. 

Does anyone want to share?



Time for another 

activity…



Sometimes the best way to explore new vocabulary is 
to play a game... (CLARIFYING)

1. Get into pairs

2. Number yourselves 1 and 2

3. Partner 1 has to choose a 
verb and act it out for Partner 
2 to guess.

4. When correctly guessed –
swap roles. 



Time for another 

activity…



What are your first impressions of these characters? 
(PREDICTING)

1) In partners discuss who you would rather be friends 
with and why – you must give evidence.
2) Predict what the relationship is between them. 



Do our first 

impressions of 

the character 

change as we 

read?

Prediction

First 

impressions…

Colour –

what clues 

does it 

give?



Read the text…

Has your opinion of the characters 
changed? 

Consider how the 

poet’s description 

of the characters 

shapes the way 

you feel about 

them.



Questions you could ask your child when reading...

I see…

I think…

I wonder…



How can you help?

• Choosing the right book is really important.
• Class library – it is stocked with carefully chosen texts.
• Visit your local library.
• E Books are available to Year 6 with a wide range of quality authors. 
• Vary the genres – try something new!
• Try to avoid repeating popular authors again and again e.g David 

Walliams, Diary of a Wimpy Kid etc.
• Explore new language and ask your children to summarise what they 

have read. 
• Use the question prompts available on the website. 



Useful Websites for book recommendations and eBooks…

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-michael-cps/UploadedDocument/793f0d63-
6114-4e54-b049-ecd183db3dfc/e-books-info-for-parents-updated.pdf

BookTrust: Getting children reading | BookTrust

Best Books for Schools

Reading Matters – children’s book news | Library Lady (alibrarylady.blog)

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-michael-cps/UploadedDocument/793f0d63-6114-4e54-b049-ecd183db3dfc/e-books-info-for-parents-updated.pdf
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
https://www.bestbooksforschools.com/
https://alibrarylady.blog/2023/01/14/reading-matters-childrens-book-news-81/
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